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PIRKEI AVOS

Ch.6

Kinyan Torah - Acquisition of Torah

A Counting That Counts.

t the start of the year, Israel's Central Bureau of
A Statistics reported that the country's population had
crossed ten million for the first time.” The number
was front-page news. Analysts wrote about growth curves
and demographic trends — how long until fifteen million,
whether the surge was driven by birth rate or immigration —

the mechanics of large numbers.

The Torah also opens Sefer Bamidbar, the Book of Numbers,
with a count. But the count operates on entirely different
terms. The Torah does not simply say 'r'pp’? — to count. It
says WNRI NN IRW — lift the head of every member of the con-
gregation, one by one, by name. A lover, we are taught, can-
not help returning again and again to the beloved's name —
and so Hashem returns to the names of His people.! For
they are dear to Him, Rashi explains: He counts them con-
stantly — when they left Egypt, after the Golden Calf, now
again as He prepares to rest His presence among them.?2

This census takes place on the first of the Hebrew month of
lyar — less than six weeks before the giving of the Torah at
Sinai.? It is not administrative. It is preparatory. Before the
Torah can be given, every single Jew must be counted — be-
cause the Torah is only complete when every soul is present
to receive it. One person missing, and Sinai cannot happen.

The Torah was not given to a crowd. It was given to a
named, counted, known nation of individuals.

A statistic produces a total. The Torah's
census produces a statement of value.

This is the difference between a statistic and a headcount. A
statistic tells you how many. The Torah's census tells each
person: you are here, you are known, and without you the
whole thing is incomplete.

The Midrash says that Hashem counted Yisrael the way a
person counts precious stones — not to know how many,
but because each one is irreplaceable.? A jeweler does
not count gems the way a merchant counts sacks of grain.
Grain is interchangeable. Gems are not. That is the count
of Bamidbar.

And so the parsha falls, every year, on the Shabbos before
Shavuos. The calendar is teaching us the prerequisite.
Before the mountain, before the thunder, before the nation
declared we will do and we will hear — there must first
be a count. Because a Torah that belongs to the nation
must be received by each person, individually, with their

name called.

* CBS, January 1,2026. 1 Penei David, Bamidbar. 2 Rashi on Bamidbar 1:1; cf. Bamidbar Rabbah 1:9. 3 Likkutei Sichos vol. 2, Bamidbar. 4 Bamidbar Rabbah 1:10.
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THE HAFTORAH

A Precious Stone.

the haftarah of Hoshea, read this Shabbos, and a stone that returned

"And I will betroth you to Me forever; | will betroth you to Me in
righteousness and justice, in kindness and mercy. | will betroth
you to Me in faithfulness — and you shall know Hashem."
HOSHEA 2:21-22

arlier this month, a five-ton stone that had fallen from
E the Western Wall two thousand years ago was re-

turned to its place in Jerusalem. The stone had been
on display at the Kirya military headquarters in Tel Aviv.
Israel's Defense Minister said simply: the stones of the
Western Wall belong to the wall.® No one debated the point.
A stone that had been separated from its place for two mil-
lennia was brought back, and everyone understood that it
had never stopped belonging there.

The haftarah for Bamidbar, taken from Hoshea, ends with
three verses that read like a wedding ceremony. 9 TRTIN
0%1¥? — I will betroth you to Me forever. | will betroth you in
justice and in law, in kindness and in mercy. | will betroth you
in faithfulness, and you shall know Hashem.

Three betrothals. The Radak asks: why three? One would be
enough. He answers that each corresponds to a different di-
mension of the relationship — the first to the covenant it-
self, the second to the moral qualities that sustain it, the
third to the inner knowing that makes it come alive.2

These are the verses some have the practice to recite every
weekday morning while winding the tefillin strap around
the finger — a private reenactment of the marriage at Sinai.
The timing is not incidental. We read these words the
Shabbos before Shavuos, which the tradition calls the wed-
ding day between Hashem and Yisrael. The Torah is the

marriage contract. Sinai is the canopy. And every year,
Shavuos is the anniversary.

Before the wedding, the groom must
"know the bride's name" and become
acquainted with the one who bears it.
Before Sinai, Hashem counts every Jew.

Even surrounded by guests, the marriage itself is formed
under the chuppah — a moment of connection between the
1M and 122 who stand side by side. This is the same princi-
ple as the census of Bamidbar: the wedding is between two
named individuals, not a crowd.3

A stone returns to a wall after two thousand years because it
never stopped belonging. A bride returns to a groom for the
same reason. The Torah is given again this week — to a peo-
ple who, in every generation and every exile, have never
stopped belonging to the One who gave it.

ON THE HORIZON

Thu, May 21 - 5 Sivan
Erev Shavuos. Dairy meal, flowers, all-night learning. Candle
lighting from a pre-existing flame.

Fri-Sat, May 22-23 - 6-7 Sivan
MW Shavuos. The giving of the Torah at Sinai. Many

read Megillas Rus, the Book of Ruth. Yizkor, the memorial
prayer, on the second day.

Sun, May 24 - 8 Sivan
Isru Chag. The lingering joy of Yom Tov carried into
the week.

1 Western Wall Heritage Foundation, May 4,2026. 2 Radak on Hoshea 2:21-22. 3 Cf. Rambam, Hilchos Ishus.
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PIRKEI AVOS - CHAPTER SIX

The Price of Admission.

This is the way of Torah — bread with salt you shall eat,
water by measure you shall drink, on the ground you shall
sleep, a life of hardship you shall live, and in Torah you
shall toil. (Avos 6:4)

The mishna is not prescribing poverty. It is describing a
test.! If you can learn Torah only when the conditions are
right — when the house is quiet, the coffee is hot, the sched-
ule is clear — then the Torah depends on the conditions, not
on you. The mishna says: start with the worst case. Bread
and salt, water by measure, the bare ground. If you can
learn there, you can learn anywhere — and then the Torah
isyours.

CURRENT EVENTS

The Flag We Stand For.

on the banners of Bamidbar, and a mob in Flatbush

n Monday night, a mob carrying Hezbollah flags and

Hamas symbols marched through Flatbush and sur-

rounded Young Israel of Midwood. A Jewish girl and
a sixteen-year-old boy were physically attacked outside the
shul. Four arrests were made; hundreds of police held a line
between the demonstrators and the entrance. It was the
second time in six days a New York City synagogue had
been besieged.?

This week's parsha is the one that introduces the 0°237 —
the flags. Each tribe received its own banner and its as-
signed position around the Mishkan, the portable
Sanctuary. The Midrash says that when Hashem appeared
at Sinai, the angels descended in formations under flags,
and Yisrael saw them and longed for flags of their own.
Hashem said: by your lives, | will fulfill your desire — 9y w>X
1’7;*[, each man stationed by his own flag, each tribe given
its banner and its place in the camp.3

The Midrash then quotes Shir HaShirim, the Song of Songs:
Who is she that looks forth like the dawn, awesome as an
army with banners?* When the nations of the world see

AVOS 6:4

DY) - INYA 17372 091 - PIRA PR32 nE - 1730 DY AT X7 9D
(7:1 NI2R °pID) DY AR 77N - 7O0A YL UM - 10N PIRT

A person who learns only when it is comfortable has not yet
acquired Torah. A person who learns even when it is hard
has made it part of themselves. This week's chapter is read
on the Shabbos before Shavuos, and it asks a single ques-
tion: how badly do you want this? Bread and salt is the price
of admission.

Yisrael arranged under their flags, they are struck with awe.
They ask: who is this? And the answer is not military power.
It is genuine order. Identity. Each tribe in its place, each
person with a name, each family under its own banner,
surrounding something holy at the center.

A flag can mean two things. It can be a weapon — the flag of
a militia carried through someone else's neighborhood to
terrorize them. Or it can be a statement of identity — here is
who we are, here is where we stand, here is what we gather
around. The encampment in the midbar, the wilderness,
was not a defensive formation.> It was a statement of pur-
pose. The Mishkan sat at the center. The tribes were sta-
tioned around it. The message of the camp was not keep out
but this is what we protect. A Jew does not derive identity
from opposition to an enemy. A Jew derives identity from
proximity to something sacred.

Monday night in Flatbush, Jews kept their places in a shul
while a mob screamed outside it. That is a degel. Not a flag
you wave in someone's face. A flag you stand under because
it marks your place — and you do not leave your place.

1 Cf. Rambam, intro. to Avos. 2 Algemeiner; CAM, May 11-12,2026. 3 Bamidbar Rabbah 2:3. 4 Shir HaShirim 6:10. 5 Likkutei Sichos vol. 2, Bamidbar.
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OUR LIBRARY

Also Available from Tree of Life Books.

scholarly Jewish titles, classical texts, and illustrated editions

The History of Beauty in the
Torah

the Book of Genesis, illustrated
To the Sages, beauty was the visible radiance
of the divine. Journey through Genesis with

the Talmud, Midrash, and Zohar — hundreds
of classical teachings in English for the first

The Days of Creation

the story of Genesis with classic Jewish
commentaries, illustrated

A breathtaking retelling of the world's first
week, where Eden's creatures lived in harmony
and Adam was made complete only when
Hashem gave him Eve — pointing toward the
great Sabbath of divine rest.

time.
HARDCOVER - $49 CAD HARDCOVER - $36 CAD
SOFTCOVER - $20 CAD

King David — Part 1
Hebrew & English with classic interpretations

When Saul defies Hashem by sparing Amalek,
the prophet Shmuel anoints a new king: David,
an unassuming shepherd whose heart Hashem
sees beneath his humble appearance. His faith
blazes against Goliath, felling the giant with a
single stone.

HARDCOVER - $49 CAD

Song of Songs

Hebrew & English with the interpretation of
Malbim

A maiden lives in Solomon's palace, yet her
heart belongs to a shepherd in the wilderness.
Beneath the poetry lies an allegory: the soul's
longing for union with the Creator.

v . Qe
Ltz Bar- Lamia

Garden of Tanya

summarized & illustrated

An illustrated guide to Tanya, the foundational
work of Chabad Chassidut by the Alter Rebbe.
Discover the soul's two opposing forces —
divine and animal — and the attainable path of
the beinoni.

HARDCOVER - $49 CAD

Kamtza, Bar Kamtza

the dramatic Talmudic story with insights from

Chassidut and Kabbalah

The Talmudic account of how Jerusalem fell
— not to armies, but to a single act of public
humiliation. When Bar Kamtza is shamed
before silent Sages, his bitterness ignites the
chain of events that destroyed the Holy

HARDCOVER - $25 CAD Ternple.
SOFTCOVER - $18 CAD
Gog & Magog Psalms

Ezekiel's prophecy with the interpretation of
Malbim

Edom and Ishmael converge upon Israel, only
to turn their swords upon one another by
divine design — illuminated through Malbim's
commentary.

HARDCOVER - $25 CAD

Hebrew & English with Malbim's insights

David pours out his soul to Hashem, Who truly
listens. Each psalm reveals a hidden depth,
illuminated through Malbim's commentary.

HARDCOVER - $49 CAD

ORDER HERE
treeoflifebookinfo@gmail.com www.thetreeoflifebooks.com

ALL PRICES IN CAD - SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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